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Note: The research reported herein was written pursuant to a contract with the United States 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Office of Education, Washington, D. C. 
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CONTEMPORARY INTER- AMERICAN RELATIONS is a two-week unit for a senior high school 
American history course. Part I provides a general overview of inter- American relations in 
the 20th century with an emphasis on U. S. foreign policy in Latin America. Part II and Part III 
focus on the period since 1945 and examine both cooperation (through the OAS and Alliance for 
Progress) and conflict (using Cuba, Panama, and Dominican Republic, and Mexico as examples). 
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Politico-military: international 

obligations as O.A.S., hemispheric 
defense, U.S. military installations 
and aid. 
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Schneider: Cold war tensions will increase 
the difficulties of inter- American relations. 
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Additional information on educational 
conditions and problems in Latin America 
may be found in the following: 
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Supplementary Activities 



The letter to President Eisenhower from the 
Chilean students was written before the an- 
nouncement of the Alliance for Progress in 
March 1961 and the Bay of Pigs invasion in 
April 1961 as was the response from the 
U.S. Ambassador to Chile, 

What aspects of U.S. policy toward Latin 
America are praised by the Chilean students? 
What aspects of U. S. policy are criticized 
by the students ? 

How does the U.S. Ambassador to Chile 
respond to the students' criticism? 

Are the students' objections to U. S. policy 
toward Latin America valid today? Write 
a letter to the Chilean students in which 
you respond to their praise and criticism, 
taking into consideration events since 1961. 

"Sumner Welles, A Memorandum on Inter- 
American Relations, 1933, " in Hanke, L. , 
Mexico and the Caribbean . Princeton: D. 

Van No strand, 1967, pp. 140-141. 

Consider this advice to President Roosevelt 
in light of events since 1933 and the present 
state of inter- American relations. How 
appropriate are Welles' suggestions today? 
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